Course Title:WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT OF WEAKER SECTION.
Course Code: 206 WDWS (Elective Course)
Level: PG I Semester IInd

Learning Objectives:-
a) To understand the various categories of weaker sections.
b) To acquire the knowledge about prevailing social inequalities.
c) To understand the state initiative for the welfare and development of weaker sections.
Unit I– Meaning & Classification:-
· Concept and Meaning of weaker sections.
· Classification of weaker sections: SCs, STs, OBCs, NTs, DNTs, Minority groups, Backward classes, Agricultural and unorganized labour, Women and children.
Unit II– Social Enequality:-
· Concept, Nature and consequences. 
· Major issues of weaker sections: Education, Health, Housing, Transportation, Communication, Political representation.
Unit III– Constitutional Provisions:-
· Constitutional provisions and safeguards for weaker sections.
· Legislations to abolish untouchability and caste disability: The Scheduled Casts and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989. 
· Reservation policy.
Unit IV–Developmental Programme:-
· Special Component plan for SCs.
· Tribal sub-plan for STs.
· Structure of Tribal sub –plan (TSP) in Maharashtra
Unit V–Special Measures for Development and Upliftment of Weaker Sections:-
· Government sponsored schemes at central and states level for Education, Vocational training, Entrepreneurship Development and Financial support for Cottage Industries.
Unit VI - NGOs and Development of weaker sections:-
· Role of NGOs in the development of weaker sections. 
Learning outcomes:-
1. Learner will be able to understand the nature and consequences of social inequalities in the society.
2. Learner will be able to understand the major issues of weaker sections.
3. Learner will understand the various developmental programs for weaker sections.
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