Paper Code: SOC 202
Title of the Paper: Methods of Social Research and Statistics
Credits: 4 a) Semester examination: 80
Maximum Marks: 100 b) Sessional assessment: 20

Objectives

The course intends to familiarize the students with the scientific methods and tools in social research.

The main focus of this course is to acquaint the students with the qualitative and quantitative survey
research techniques. It further helps to train the students of sociology in basic methods which are
applicable in sociological problems and data analysis.

Unit I Quantitative research and techniques

a) Survey technique and Experimental method;

b) Questionnaire: format and sequence of questions, pit-falls in question construction, pilot study;

¢) Structured Interview, Interview-schedule;
Unit II Measurement and Scaling

a) Types (Levels) of Measurement: Nominal, Ordinal, Interval and Ratio;

b) Scaling: Thurstone scale, Likert scale, Bogardus social distance scale, Guttman scale.
Unit III Statistics in Social Research

a) Relevance of statistics in sociological research, quantitative data and their analysis;

b) Measures of central tendency: mean, median, mode;

¢) Measures of dispersion: Quartile deviation, Standard deviation;

d) Measures of association: Spearman’s rank correlation, Pearson’s coefficient of correlation.
Unit IV Qualitative Research Techniques

a) Participant observation, In-depth interviews;

b) Case study method;

c¢) Content analysis, difference with historical method;

d) Ethnography: Oral history and Life history method;

¢) Grounded theory method.
Unit V Application of Computers: Internet in sociological research and SPSS.
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